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Rocky Hill Public Schools   

March 20, 2008
For district-wide good news: All Explore and Soar funds have been gainfully used for this 2007-2008 school year. Every school enjoys this grant money for a variety of grade levels and academic areas.
Rocky Hill High School
Rosa Perez, our former Program Supervisor for World Language, 
reported that two students, Jason Zevallos and Russamy Inthaphiou were recently honored by being published in the “National Spanish Literature Magazine”, fall 2007 issue.  Both seniors this year, Jason wrote a poem and Russamy wrote a piece about her brother's service as a U.S. Marine.   We are very proud of them! 
Gregory Gomes, Business Education teacher is working to contact the Connecticut Bar Association and plans to implement a program in the 4th quarter.
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Steve Patarini, Technology teacher, is working with a student teacher Nick Kosloski (from CCSU) who will remain at GMS for this spring term. Nick has good construction experience and a
background in professional photography.  He has gradually been taking over the instruction of Technology Education classes this quarter, using new methods and incorporating tried and true strategies Mr. Patarini has shared with him.  Nick has also been assisting with the digital photography club Mr. Benson started this winter, as well as helping out with the GMS Ski Club on Friday afternoons.

West Hill 

Teacher Sandra Phair reports that second grade students are learning continents and oceans with poems, songs, and posters. All have worked diligently to memorize the name and location of each continent and ocean. They are also reading of the story Tacky the Penguin. In the book, Tacky is an odd penguin that does not always do what the other penguins do and who speaks up for himself. Students learned valuable lessons from this. 
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Erin Kelly won the yearly National Artistic Achievement Award for this piece.

Sue Symington, 2nd grade teacher reports that her students have been busy reading biographies about famous people and have dressed up as their famous person and reported on their life to their classmates!
They have also engaged in an Explore and Soar funded program, "High Touch, High Tech" investigating matter - solids, liquids, and gases. The 2nd grade Town Meeting will focus on the Chinese New Year, which they have been studying in Social Studies.
Moser 

[image: image6.wmf]The Moser Giving Tree was so successful that the Moser staff wanted to keep the Moser Kindness going.  They are collecting non-perishable food items for the Rocky Hill Food Pantry.  Each child who brings in a food item will have a 
heart with their name on it placed on the Moser Giving Tree.

Stevens School
From Kristen Spain, 5th grade teacher: Several of the fifth grade students have continued to reap the benefits of electronic field trips. They have watched the Cherokee nation struggle for peace during the French and Indian War, decided whether Revolutionary War participants were founders or traitors, learned about Colonial ready money and cheered for the end of slavery with ‘No Master over Me’. They were able to do all of this without ever leaving classroom! These live broadcasts included on-line lesson plans, primary source documents, timelines, and activities for students and teachers. The biggest attraction seems to be able to email a real historical figure! Many students have had their inquiries answered in a matter of minutes and one lucky student had her question answered live in front of 3,500 schools.
Explore and Soar funded the first Electronic Field trip and we were given a grant from PSCU Financial Services for the remaining 6 trips. This has been a worthwhile endeavor into history using modern day technology.
