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January 17, 2008
Prior to Thanksgiving, all mentors were given an apple pie as a token of the Board of Education’s appreciation for their time and caring in the Rocky Hill mentoring program. This gesture was in place of the ‘coffee and danish’ gathering that had been done in the past. The enrichment coordinator received many calls of thanks for the pies!

	West Hill


From Principal Cori-Ann DiMaggio: The children raised $1,699.92 for UNICEF. The George Harrison Fund matched us dollar for dollar and it doubled our donation to $3,394.84. We also had a successful Family Math Night on 11/29. Approximately 150 people attended the event. Thanks to Sue Symington and Joyce Waterbury for organizing and attending the event! Also many thank to our teachers, Maureen Willsey, Kelly Viggiano, Jill Johnson, Sarah D’Arco, and Vincent Faienza for assisting that evening.

Theresa Kollmer, 1st grade teacher wrote: “First grade gobbled their way through a great Thanksgiving presentation of poems, songs & dances!

 
Maureen Willsey, kindergarten teacher wrote: “Kindergarten celebrated the Hindu holiday of Diwali. They also prepared for the American feast of Thanksgiving by creating Native American and Pilgrim hats and clothing which were worn to a special Thanksgiving gathering of Kindergartners feasting on cornbread and freshly churned butter.
Lee-Ann Flynn, 2nd Grade Teacher reports: 


Each 2nd grade class will be reading various versions of the book Stone Soup.  Enrichment activities will focus around the areas of Language Arts, Math, and Social Studies.  The culminating activity will be a celebration held before Thanksgiving, where our "little chefs" will prepare their own stone soup with the ingredients they each brought in.  

 Ann Gombotz, second grade teacher reports: We just participated in the “Peaceworks” by Hawkwing Program.  The presentation was given by Rochelle Ripley, a Lakota Native American. The students donated items for the children of the Lakota tribe.”


	Moser School                           
Donna Finn, long term substitute music teacher thanked the faculty, staff and students of Moser and Stevens for such a wonderful music teaching experience. 
Stevens School

Kim Teitelman, Grade 3 teacher writes: “My class has been very excited to learn about plants and soils. We have made our own compost bags, complete with redworms!  We look forward to planting seeds and observing and recording plant growth.

From Andy Basroon, 4th grade teacher: “I am proud of my fourth graders who expressed empathy for the children of the early 1900s who were forced to work in coal mines under brutal conditions for little pay to support their families.  My students wrote letters to these children to thank and praise them as well as to talk about today's child labor laws that would prevent this from happening again.”

Kimberly Dillon, Occupational therapist at Steven's School for KIP and TLC classrooms wrote: “Staff, parents and students from the KIP (Kids In Progress) and TLC (The Learning Center) classrooms joined together and raised money for the Autism Walk which occurred in May, 2007.  Over $4000 was raised and received an award and certification in recognition of their efforts.”
 

Pat Saponare, first grade teacher wrote: “The first graders at Stevens School were introduced to the TIMS Laboratory Method, a four-step adaptation of the scientific method.  Using a colored breakfast cereal, students investigated the color distribution in a box of cereal by studying smaller samples.  The data was collected, graphed and the results were discussed.” 



	GMS 


Jon Patrei, GMS Health and PE teacher, has good news about his students in his  

Health Class. “They each completed a "Wellness Wheel" which outlines the 3 dimensions of wellness (Physical, Social, Emotional).  In the wheel, the students explained how they are "well" in each dimension.”


Family and Consumer Sciences teacher, Cheryl O’Connor hosted a senior citizen luncheon with some of the 8th graders inviting grandparents and neighbors. Cold Spring Common residents also attended and enjoyed the luncheon that was prepared and served by the students. It was a wonderful experience!
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Art teachers, Lynne Scullion and Mary Barnett-Frawley report that over 100 clay bowls have been created by the students which will be sold at the Empty Bowls Ice Cream Social on December 14 from 6pm – 8pm in the GMS cafeteria.  People who purchase one of these beautiful handmade bowls for only $5 will receive a free ice cream sundae. The proceeds from the sale will be donated to an orphanage and Middle school in Sckeyere, Ghana. 

From teacher Steven Patarini:

     “The Tech Ed teachers at Griswold Middle School have been busy setting up tools that were purchased over the summer break.  There is a new router table in the wood lab and new laser guides on the two new drill presses.  These tools are part of the new plan approved in the budget to begin replacing our bench tools.”

From Jason Maziarz, 7th grade teacher:  


Social Studies classes will continue their tour of the world, making stops in the Caribbean, Mexico, Central America, and South America. World Language classes will begin their "Traveling to a Foreign Country" unit.  Also, several 7th graders participated in "GMS Cares", our month long, school-wide community service activity.  


	Rocky Hill High School
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From Kim Jenkins, Art teacher regarding the Annual Roger L. Crossgrove Student Exhibition: “Nine RHHS students have been selected to represent RH in a very special art exhibit at Artworks Gallery in downtown Hartford. A reception will be held on December 1, 2007, 5:00pm - 7:00pm. Two Rocky Hill students, Julie Anzulewicz and Chris Robbins have had their artwork incorporated on the special announcements. The artwork of these students will be on display: Samanth Zadjura, Lauren Moore, Jillian Barry, Justin Paradis, Tony Fantana, Sydney Wilson, Julie Anzulewicz, Chris Robbins and Elizabeth Bronson.

 

Patrice Grogan is the strings teacher for Rocky Hill and she teaches at West Hill, Stevens, GMS and RHHS: “String students at the high school are performing scales, solos, small ensemble music and large ensemble music.  Two of the students were recently asked to perform in a wedding along with their teacher.  Pieces such as Pachelbel Canon and Trumpet Voluntary were featured at the event.”

Tom Siciliano, Technical Education Teacher wrote: “The Materials Processing class is carrying out a Mass production project that involves making 85 gingerbread men name tags for kids that are taking the ‘Fantasy Flight to the North Pole’.  This program is held for children treated for cancer and other diseases from the Connecticut Children’s Home and emulates flying the kids to the North Pole (airplane hanger) and having a big holiday party for them.”

Sheryl Viola and Deb Wolfe, CSC advisors write:
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