October, 2007 Good News Grams

West Hill  
 
The second grade science unit on butterflies began with the delivery of 10 caterpillars for each class.  They now await the emergence of Painted Lady Butterflies.  Each day they observe their progress by writing in our journals and witnessing the life cycle firsthand! Eileen Eaton
Kindergarten students at West Hill were treated to presentations on Dental Health by Dr. Lawrence and Dr. Ton, dentists and parents of two West Hill kindergarteners.  They taught the students about the importance of taking care of their teeth and demonstrated the proper way to brush and floss their teeth, a perfect connection to our health curriculum.  All of the students received a goody bag filled with items to help keep their teeth clean and healthy.   Mary Beth Sweeney, Maureen Willsey
Five outstanding third grade readers began Charlotte’s Web and are making predictions, connections and noticing E.B. White’s hidden themes. They will continue the book as a part of a Literature Circle. Jillian Johnson
Students at West Hill created a drawing and actual postage stamps and stationary were made from the original picture. Art Stamps Company has selected third grader Erin Kelly to have her artwork displayed on their website for the month of November, 2007. You may see her work at www.myartstamps.com Carol Rotondaro, Art teacher
Steven’s School


Mrs. D'Amico, Mrs. Wilson, and Mrs. Spain's fifth grade classes are excited to be involved in the Connecticut Historical Society We're Making Connecticut History program. Each classroom is partnered with an inner city school. Students exchange letters and meet 8 times over the course of the school year. All three classes have participated in the “Getting to Know You” session facilitated by Juggle Joy Entertainment. 

Mrs. Spain's social studies classes tried out an Electronic Field Trip with Explore and Soar funds. Students participated in lessons about Jamestown leading up to the broadcast. They spoke with an historian and had their questions answered directly. ‘Jamestown Unearthed’ is sponsored by the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. 

Follow-up: Mrs. Spain’s class was awarded the rest of the series for free. (A $500 value minus the $120 for the first one – An unexpected and pleasant boon for enrichment!) 
The science department is currently investigating ways to make our school “green”. Ideas include energy conservation, recycling and increased awareness of global warming. Jean Robertson
GMS
97% of our students successfully completed the summer reading requirements. A total of 803 books were read to meet these requirements (one book for each student entering grades 6 and 7, two books for students entering grade 8).  Over 1000 additional books were read by students who went beyond the requirements.  Gail Thibodeau, Language Arts,  

Lisa Cooney, Enrichment Activities at GMS:

November 1st: “Chariot of the Sun”, a one-man performance that brings Greek myths to life through poetry, masks and mime. 

December 4th: travel to Hartford Stage to see “A Christmas Carol”.

The 8th graders are going on the annual Boston Field Trip on Monday, November 19, 2007!  The visit will include Boston Museum of Science where they will participate in an inquiry-based forensic investigation (similar to “CSI”), view a 3-D presentation about the sun and partake in the electricity show. A lunch is planned at Quincy Market for before returning home. Amy Hall 

RHHS
 The Biology Club is maintaining a nano-reef aquarium which includes several species of corals, snails, shrimp, starfish, crabs and fish. It is available for all biology and chemistry students to learn and observe. Linda Ceruzzi

 Commended students in the 2008 Merit Scholarship Program are: Zachary Love, Meaghan LeMay and Matthew Hock. A Letter of Commendation from the school and National Merit Scholarship Corporation will be presented by Principal Donna Hayward to these scholastically talented seniors.

RHHS has successfully opened an academic lab offering help to students in Math and writing.  Trained students staff the lab along with teacher proctors. Rosa Perez
Eight Rocky Hill High School Chamber Choir members have been selected to the CT ACDA High School Honor Choir.  They are seniors: David St. Jean, and Matt DeSorbo, juniors: Jennifer Beaty, Alicia Cahill, Chelsea Griswold, Dan Kraynak, Brad Malone, and Will Pazdziora.  The performance will take place at Conard High School in West Hartford on Saturday, October 27 2007 at 4:30 pm. Conducting the honor choir is Dr. Kevin Isaacs, Professor of Music at Western Ct State University.  The students were selected on the basis of musicianship and achievement in choir.   Claire Burnett, RHHS Choir Director
The Forensic Science Class at RHHS has completed the processing of this semester's crime scene "A Dramatic Murder" The "crime" occurred on the RHHS stage. Evidence was collected and the class will begin to analyze the evidence and solve this mystery.
Roberta Olson, Chemistry and Forensic Science Teacher

Students in the International Business class are using software called “Virtual Business” which is a visual simulation of a distribution business where they learn how to manage and staff a retail store.


The “Computer Essentials” students are learning how to create memos in MS Word and the fundamentals of MS Word.


Accounting classes are working hard learning how to analyze business transactions. Cynthia Latina 

Rocky Hill Public Schools was awarded a free consultation with the Young Audiences of Connecticut to plan arts programming for the next couple of years. Marguerite Alpert, enrichment coordinator
