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NEWS you need to know

	Student Information Sheet
Please carefully review the student information sheet you will be given at Open House.  Make sure all phone numbers, email addresses, birthdates, and spelling of students’ names are correct.  Corrections are made in the right hand column.  If you are not able to attend Open House, the sheet will be sent home with your child.

We appreciate your cooperation with this.  The information is very important to us and for the safety of your child.
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“We are West Hill School

We respect ourselves, we respect each other

We are West Hill School

We respect our school and that is cool.
We are West Hill School”

PBIS counts!
Y.E.S. we can!!!  This stands for “Respect Yourself,
Respect Everyone, Respect the School”!  Your
students will hear this as we continue to
implement PBIS (Positive Behavior Incentive
Supports).  

YES tickets will continue to be distributed by all staff to all deserving students.  However,

we are eliminating class of the week, bus of the month  and staff of the month.  Instead, we will be setting monthly goals for how many YES tickets the school has earned as a community.  If the goal is met, all students will receive the reward.  The goal will be mentioned during morning announcements and encouraged daily by Mrs. Bennett and student announcers.  We will also display monthly goals and rewards on a bulletin board in the main hallway.  YES tickets will continue to be collected in the jar in the office but there is NO need to write the teacher's name on the back of the ticket!!!!!!  In other words, children will earn them and they can go straight into the
jar as is!!!!  

An example of a goal would be: If West Hill students earn 200 YES tickets by the end of September, all students will get to wear pajamas to school for a day.  Eventually we would like to survey the students for ideas on what they think an appropriate goal/reward would be!

	
	Junior Great Books Coming Soon! West Hill School's 15th year of Junior Great Books (JGB) kicks off on Monday, September 26.  This reading enrichment program is offered to students in grade 2 - 5, and runs for a 6 week period during their lunch/recess time.  Trained parent “Leaders” facilitate the sessions during which children have the opportunity to discuss selected short stories with peers; it is essentially ‘a book club for kids.’

On Monday, September 26th, our Program Coordinators will introduce the JGB program to children in grades 2 – 5 during lunch; students will have the opportunity to sign up at this time.  Parent volunteer JGB Leaders will be assigned through mid-October and Leaders will send home a confirmation notice with the timeframe for each child’s session. Sessions run throughout the school year – from October through April.     
Parent Program Coordinators: Lisa Dunnery (lisa.s.dunnery@accenture.com / 563.3368) or Ina Patel Lawrence (inalawrence@yahoo.com / 571.8941)
Upcoming Parent Education Series- 2011-2012

Welcome Back! I am looking forward to offering a variety of parent program and workshops this year. I hope to meet some new parents and see some familiar faces as well.

Morning Parent Workshops - 7:30-8:15 AM – Café:

October 5th - Time Management 

May 9th - How Environmental factors like Sleep and Nutrition can Impact our Children’s Behavior

Evening Parent Workshops -6:45-8 PM – Library:

Nov. 2nd – How to be a Successful Communicator with your Kids

March 21st, 28th (consecutive sessions)- The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Families
Merle Cohen

************************************************

Watch for the newsletter online at www.rockyhillps.com - coming soon.

***********************************************
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Dear West Hill Families and Staff,

It is an honor to be named the PTO President for the 2011-2012 school year.  I would like to express my appreciation to the incoming PTO Board and all of the various Committee Chairs whose efforts will make this year a success. 

This year’s plans reflect the efforts that were demonstrated last year.  As a whole, the PTO not only brought in educational activities for all grades but was able to fund three Smart Boards for West Hill at a cost of $15,000.  A wonderful achievement that I hope and wish will continue this year, especially with the budget cuts that directly effected all enrichment.  

Thank you in advance to all of the numerous volunteers who will be the vital component for making this wish a reality.  Anyone who can offer just one hour of their time will make a difference.  If you are interested in volunteering there are still open positions.  Please refer to the Help Wanted section of this newsletter. 

Parents will now be able to view upcoming PTO activities and updates on the newly established website.  This will enable us to communicate dates and event information electronically.  The new website location is:  http://web.rockyhillps.com/RHPS/elementary/WHES/index.htm  

Please reach out to me with ideas and feedback.  I look forward to working with all of you and making the most of this year.

Nicki Holt

nickiholt3@att.net /860-716-5216
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West Hill PTO Fundraising - Annual Overview[image: image4.png]



Many of you will be asked by many organizations to help with fundraising this fall.  The West Hill PTO also needs your help.  The economy has impacted fundraising over the last several years, with significant reductions.  With that in mind, we continue to seek innovative ways to raise money.  Here’s what you can expect this year:
· Gift card Sales (all year):  Retailers sell gift cards at a discount, you purchase them at face value, and the PTO raises funds with the difference.  Consider purchasing for your regular shopping.  Order forms will be distributed at the start of each month.

· Jeannine Catalogue (fall): Traditionally our most profitable fundraiser, this new catalogue offers many unique gift items including:  wrapping paper, household goods, candles, cookies, magazines and much more.  It will be held from 9/8/2011 - 9/28/2011 with a pick up date of Tuesday, October 25th.  If there are any questions please feel free to reach out to Nicki Holt (nickiholt3@att.net ) 860-716-5216.

· KIDUCATION Clothing Donations (fall): The PTO receives funds for your gently used clothing.

· Box Tops for Education (all year): The PTO receives $$ just for clipping “Box Tops” from popular items!  3 campaigns are planned this year: two classroom competitions with a pizza or ice cream party prize, and one individual contest with a gift certificate raffle.

· Spirit Night Raffle (Fri, 10/28):  Fun-filled night with tea cup auction style raffle with a wide range of items for children & adults. 

· After School Karate:  Serves as both an after-school enrichment program, and a fundraiser!  Villari’s of Newington donates the full registration fee to the PTO.  Several sessions are planned.

· Book Fair (11/30-12/2):  Proceeds from the ‘fall/winter’ Book Fair are shared with the library to purchase books.  Timed perfectly for holiday shopping!
· Election Day Bake Sale (Tues, 11/8):  During this long tradition, goods baked by parents are sold to voters.  

· Original Works (spring): Parents may purchase their children’s drawings on notecards, t-shirts, bags and many other items.  Timed perfectly for Mother’s and Father’s Day gifts!
We want to hear from you!  Please send suggestions for additional fundraisers to Nicki Holt at nickiholt3@att.net  or 860-716-5216!
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	2011-12 PTO Meetings:  PTO meetings provide an open forum for discussion with our new principal, Parent Education (topics TBA) and opportunities for parents to guide the direction of PTO programs.   

Meetings will take place on Tuesdays at 7:00 pm in the West Hill Library on the following dates: Sept 27th, Nov 15th, Jan 17th, Mar 13th and May 15th.  

Submit Your West Hill Student Directory Listing Now! The directory will provide class lists, Room Parents, student addresses, phone #’s and parent email addresses.

Your child is listed only if you submit a listing – you decide how much information to include, it could be only a name with the class listing, or more.  There is no fee to be listed, and PTO members will receive a complimentary copy of the Directory.

Contact: Lori Moliero at lorim@cox.net  or 257-8459.

Box Tops…Starts Now!
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· Start clipping! Save your Box Tops for our first contest coming soon!  The classroom with the most Box Tops will win a pizza party.  Watch for a flyer with contest details!! 
· Track West Hill’s Box Top earnings or enter your name for chances to win thousands of Bonus Box Tops for our school each month. Or just Earn eBoxTops™ for our school when you shop online Please visit: www.boxtops4education.com to sign up.


	
	Clothing Donation Fundraiser: Help our PTO generate funds, save the planet by recycling, make a tax deductible donation and clean out your closets! 
Community Crusade for Children, Inc. is a non-profit, clothing recycling organization that will return a portion of sales from donated clothing and shoes to our PTO, through their Kiducation program!

Donate your gently used clothing and shoes in the Kiducation donation container located in the plaza at 154 New Britain Avenue in Rocky Hill  (in the same plaza as Barb’s Pizza).  Enter the plaza directly across from Hayes Road.  The Kiducation bin is adjacent to Sheer 2000.

Tax receipts for donations and a guide to help calculate the value of your donation are available on the Kiducation's website at http://kiducation.org/index.php/tax-receipts/printable-tax-receipts
Calling all Families/Businesses for Spirit Night Raffle Donations!  
We will again hold a raffle on Spirit Night to benefit the PTO, and are seeking items for the raffle.  Your generous donations make this one of our most successful fundraisers.  Suggested donations include gift certificates, gift items, a donation to a night's sporting event or play for those with season tickets, or a weekend getaway at a vacation home...we welcome your creativity!  Contact chairs Dawn Boyle (dmboyle16@gmail.com) or Andrea Ferrucci (aschumann2000@yahoo.com) with your donations.
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The following volunteers and PTO chairs are still open.  Please contact Maryann Oostendorp (mboosten@cox.net) with questions and interest.  Or, visit the PTO booth at Open House to learn more about volunteer opportunities.

	Example of Volunteer Responsibilities
	Day
	Evening
	Flexible
	Time of Year
	Contact

	Spirit Night:  Run a ‘station’: sign in, an activity for children, ice cream, etc.  Prior to event, shop, plan events, track registrations. 
	 
	X
	Prep
	Fri, Oct 28
	Ann Polites annpolites1@hotmail.com 

Nicki Holt nickiholt3@att.net 

	Parent Education:  Help bring helpful insight for today’s working parent
	 
	 
	X
	All Year
	OPEN

	Ice Cream Social/Game-Sports Night:  Run a ‘station’: sign in, ice cream & drinks, etc. or oversee one of the games.  Prior to event, shop, plan games, track registrations, etc.
	 
	X
	Prep
	January/February
	Julia Eisenhaur juliaeis@att.net 

Glen Rowland gungi07@cox.net 

	After School Activities:  Watercolor, Karate, Pottery and many more
	x
	 
	 
	After School - Seasonal
	OPEN

	Whale Family Night:  Organize a West Hill Night to see a CT Whale Hockey Game
	 
	x
	 
	Winter/Early Spring
	OPEN

	Book Fairs (Fall and Spring): Support ‘shifts’ during Book Fair hours (could be day or night).  During Fair, check out purchases; help students with selections/wish lists.  Before & after the Fair, help set up displays or to breakdown.
	X
	X
	 
	Nov 30-12/2
Spring dates to be set
	Jen Brownstein jenbryem@cox.net 

Nancy Rolfe nprolfe@cox.net 

	Bake Sale:   Cover a ‘shift’ to sell baked goods on day of bake sale.
	X
	X
	 
	Tues, Nov 8
	Eileen Bozzi eileen_bozzi@yahoo.com 

	Gift Cards: Sell gift cards from Scrip’s booth at designated school events.
	X
	X
	 
	Varies with event
	Lucyann Capasso lucyanncapasso@cox.net 

Lee-Ann Flynn FlynnL@rockyhillps.com

	Original Works: assist with distribution of art orders.
	 
	 
	X
	spring
	OPEN
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The Teacher/Staff Welcome Back Luncheon was a success!  Thanks to all the WH families who made monetary donations in the spring, donated dessert or fruit.  Helpers included: Julie Giansanti, Jen Montalto, Jen Allison, Ina Lawrence, Daniele Plona and Bonnie Perna. 

Special Thanks to Pasta Vita and First and Last Tavern for their generous donations to the luncheon.
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Stay tuned for…
	Harvest Ball (11/18 tentative):   This dance for West Hill’s young ladies will take place in November- stay tuned for details. 

Fall Book Fair (Nov 30 – Dec 2):   Our next book fair will be just in time for the holidays!
	
	Spirit Night (Friday, Oct 28):   Come celebrate in the spirit of school community on October 28th from 6:30-8:30 pm for our first PTO social event of the school year.  Join us again this year for a FUN-filled evening for teachers, students, and their families.  Enjoy a night of music and arts while sharing in school spirit by showing up in West Hill logo-wear.  The event will feature a community art project, games, rock-climbing, face-painting, raffle prizes and refreshments.  




2011/2012 PTO Board and Chairpersons

PTO Board-2011/2012

President:  Nicki Holt

Vice President: Marissa Violette

Secretary: Gina Guerrera

Treasurer: Kathy Morgan

Membership: Maryann Oostendorp

Enrichment: Jen Montalto

Communication: Eileen Bozzi & Marissa Violette

Services:

Beautification: Marta Rostowski
Newsletter:  Eileen Bozzi
Student Directory: Lori Moliero

Going Green:  Nancy Stockman

Fundraising

Spirit Night Raffle:   Dawn Boyle, Andrea Ferrucci, & Lee-Ann Flynn

Giftcards:  Lucyann Capasso & Lee-Ann Flynn

Jeannine Fundraiser: Nicki Holt

Election Day Bake Sale: Eileen Bozzi
Box Top for Education:  Jennifer Khanna

Book Fair-Fall: Nancy Rolfe & Karen Backiel

Book Fair-Spring: Jen Brownstein

Original Works: Carol Rotandaro & OPEN

Programs and Events: 

After School Activities(Karate/Watercolor/Pottery):  Open

Spirit Night: Nicki Holt & Ann Polites

Harvest Ball: Lisa Marotta & Dita Wenceslao
Spring Fling: Michele Swanson
Ice-cream Social/Sports Night: Julia Eisenhaur & Glen Rowland
Field Day T-shirts: Alessandra DiMascio, Gina Guerrera, & Marissa     Violette

Teachers Appreciation Day (May): Dawn Boyle & Andrea Ferucci
Teacher Appreciation Luncheon (August): Alicia Castanho

Fifth Grade Events: Ina Lawrence & Lisa Moratta

from the PRINCIPAL


Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) of West Hill School Students:





Wow, it has been an exciting start to the new school year!  The earth can move, the wind can blow, and the rain can pour; but there is no stopping the new school year.  Mother Nature has set the tone for an adventurous school year.





I was thrilled to see the parent parade, and was amazed by the “paparazzi” West Hill parents command.  Thank you all for coming to show your support of the school and share in the energy generated by the fantastic students of West Hill School.





With all of the activity school generates, I want to remind parents of safety measures we have here at the school to ensure the safety of all students.  Students are not to be let off buses or out of cars before 8:10, so we can ensure proper supervision.  Also, the small pavement connection between the parent drop off area and the bus drop off area is not a vehicle access area.  Please do not drive through this small patch of walkway.  Students arriving after 8:25 must be signed in at the main office by a parent or guardian.





Transportation issues or changes should always be put in writing so we can adhere to any special circumstances that may be occurring for the students.  Bus assignments do take three days before new students are placed on routes.   





Open House will be on Tuesday September 20th for our students in grades K, 1 and 2.  Our upper grades (3,4,5) will host their Open House on Thursday September 22nd.  The Open House event begins at 6:30 PM.  





Our PTO continues to do a fantastic job with the events and activities they offer to our students and staff.  The staff and I have been truly grateful of their support and generosity (including a delicious luncheon hosted by Mrs. Castanho and crew).





Words cannot express how impressed I am with the work ethic, the knowledge and the abilities of the West Hill staff.  We are very lucky to have our children benefiting from these loving people.  Best wishes on a successful school year with your child(ren).





Respectfully,








Megan Bennett
























































mark your CALENDARS





Sept. 5:	Holiday – No School


Sept. 15:	B.O.E. Meeting-Town Hall - 7:00 PM


Sept. 20:	Open House – Gr. K-2 – 6:30-7:30 PM


Sept. 22:	Open House – Gr. 3-5 – 6:30-7:30 PM


Sept. 27:	PTO Meeting – Library – 7:00 PM


Sept. 28:	Band Rentals at RHHS – 6:30 PM


Oct. 3:	School Pictures


Oct. 7:	No School for Students – Professional


	Development for Teachers


Oct. 10:	Holiday – No School


Oct. 20:	B.O.E. Meeting – Town Hall – 7:00 PM


Oct. 21:	Progress Reports Due


Oct. 27:	Spirit Night – 6:30-8:30 PM


Oct. 28:	Early Dismissal – 12:30 PM – Professional Development for Teachers
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From our PTO President








West Hill PTO Mission… 


Enrich the educational experience of our students through: 


Programs that support curricular goals


Family events and parent education programs


Raising funds to support PTO programs and school needs








Your PTO $$’s at work….  Every year, the PTO sponsors an Enrichment program for each grade at West Hill School.  These programs supplement the curriculum, and have included author visits, storytellers, artists, instruction on creative writing, and Mystic Aquarium visits….just to name a few!  The children have also enjoyed school-wide performances.  Your fundraising efforts make these high-quality enrichment programs possible. 





Going Green in September…  Recycle your gently used clothing and shoes by donating them to the Kiducation bin.  For October…Save old crayons for recycling at Spirit Night; they will be donated to Crayons for Cancer.  As we begin a new school year, we will continue the "Go Green!" initiatives that we started last year.  Please make sure that the school office has your current e-mail address.  Thursday folders will be available on the website this year and we will increase our cafeteria recycling.  Please send any ideas to Nancy Stockman at � HYPERLINK "mailto:nova2@cox.net" �nova2@cox.net�. 








�





SAVE THE DATE


November 30th to December 2nd


West Hill Fall Book Fair











SAVE THE DATE


November 30th to December 2nd


West Hill Fall Book Fair











did you know?   Your membership enables the many initiatives that the PTO supports.  The PTO relies on membership revenues to fund priorities, particularly in recent years, as fundraising revenues have experienced a decline consistent with trends in today's economy.














PTO Volunteers and Committee Chairs Needed!





A special shout out to…










“WHERE CHILDREN COME FIRST”

