Business and Non-Instructional Operations                                                   3515(1)
Instruction                                                                                              6144

Controversial Issues
The Board of Education supports, as a major cornerstone of American democratic society, freedom for teachers and students to inquire on matters affecting and influencing the current and future conduct of their lives.  To insure such free inquiry, the Board of Education encourages intelligent, impartial pursuit of full information, alternative points of view on critical issues, and thorough examination of pertinent and appropriate materials required to conduct enlightened scholarship.

In training for effective citizenship, frequently it may become necessary for pupils to study issues which may be believed by some to be “controversial”.  In that light, the board of Education recognizes a teacher’s right and responsibility to teach and a student’s right and obligation to learn within contexts of responsible, appropriate and well-designed curricula, those skills, attitudes, and concepts suitable for the ages and maturity of students being taught.

Further, it recognizes the need for the faculty to present material in objective, thorough, balanced ways without reluctance for expressing personal opinions, so long as those opinions are treated with full regard for all their implications, and, furthermore, are rendered in order to illuminate rather than indoctrinate.

At all times, the board encourages the spirit and substance of honest inquiry in schoolrooms and learning environments under its jurisdiction.  It does not shrink, nor would it have its faculty do so, from exercising its intellectual and moral obligations to deal with controversial issues, fully aware that, at times, such burdens may be of a less-than-pleasant nature; rather, it considers it the duty of faculty to bare timely issues and the obligation of students to be exposed to divergent thinking, to investigate thoroughly differing points of view, ultimately allowing reasonable and intelligent synthesis of significant aspects of all issues being examined.  Extending this, the Board of Education recognizes, further, that it is a teacher’s role to stimulate and illuminate discussion, not merely to react or remain a passive agent in serious discourse.

In any open, democratic society, there will always be disagreement, perhaps even dissent.  The Board of Education, mindful of this, charges its administration with the preparation and dissemination of appropriate regulations, as necessary, designed to receive, respond to, and reconcile, within prescribed procedures, the legitimate concerns parents may express at times if the study of controversial issues should create rallying points for community anxiety or concern.

The Board of education, further, encourages any citizen to seek of its administration or itself clarification on items of curriculum in the schools, which may appear to be repugnant, unclear, or whose treatment may seem to carry with it inappropriate rendering or interpretation of the intent of this policy.
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