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Technology and Instruction:  Acceptable Use of the Computer Network
The Internet is a global electronic information infrastructure.  It is a network of networks used by educators, business, government, the military, organizations, and private individuals.  In school and libraries, the Internet can be used to educate, inform, communicate, and entertain.  As a learning resource, the Internet is similar to books, magazines, video, CD-ROM, and other information sources.

The Board of Education is aware that the Internet is an unregulated communication environment in which information changes constantly and that some of this information is inappropriate for users, based on age and/or developmental levels.  The Rocky Hill Public School system has taken precautions such as installing “filter” software to restrict access to inappropriate material.  Although guidelines cannot totally eliminate the possibility of inadvertent or unintentional access to objectionable data, we believe we can significantly limit such possibilities.

The Rocky Hill intranet has been designed to provide a vehicle for communication with staff and students within the Rocky Hill Public Schools’ network.  All of the guidelines and expectations for responsible use of the internet also pertain to use of the intranet and email.

The Board and its staff will take an active role in ensuring that students and their parents are aware of the responsibility required in using the Internet in an ethical and educational manner.  The Board’s goal is to provide “users”, anyone who has access to the computer network of the Rocky Hill Public Schools, with the understanding and skills needed to use the Internet appropriately to ensure educational learning.  The administration will develop and implement a process, which makes all users aware of their rights and responsibilities, and provide user agreements and a system for archiving them.

The purpose of this policy and its related regulations is to establish the rights, responsibilities, etiquette and privacy, prohibitions, security, consequences, and liability limitations of use of the computer network of the Rocky Hill Public Schools and of the Internet.

To insure proper implementation of the policy the Board charges administration with the responsibility to:

· Take prudent steps to develop, implement, and maintain security procedures to insure system, file, and data integrity.

· Attempt to provide error-free, dependable access to electronic resources.

· Refrain from denying or removing user privileges without just cause.

· Undertake disciplinary actions against users whose behaviors are not in keeping with the Acceptable Use of the Computer Network.  These actions shall be consistent with Board of Education policy, guidelines, and collective bargaining agreements.

· Develop and implement a process, which makes all users aware of their rights and responsibilities, and provide user agreements and a system for archiving them.

· Communicate the terms of the Acceptable Use Policy to parents of students.

Legal Reference:

Connecticut General Statutes

10-184 Duties of parents

10-185 Duties of local and regional boards of education re school attendance

10-220 Duties of boards of education

Section 53A – 182b through Section 53a – 183, Computer Related Offenses, as amended by Public Act 95-143, Act Concerning Harassment by Computer and Possession of Child Pornography
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