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Students  Absences/Excuses

The Board of Education, mindful of Chapter 168 of the laws of the State of Connecticut relating to education and its pertinent sections regarding attendance in school, insists that students in the Rocky Hill Public Schools present themselves for instruction with full fidelity to the intent of statute and their own educational profit.

To that end, the Board requires that:

· Students enrolled in the public schools of Rocky Hill attend classes regularly and all absences from such classes shall be considered unacceptable, except for:

1. Personal illness

2. Death in family

3. Religious holidays requiring absence

4. Medical or dental treatment where emergencies exist

5. Other conditions, only when approved by the school administration, when attendance at school would not be possible or appropriate.

· Written explanations for all absences be required of each student in accordance with regulations promulgated by each principal in each school and shall be mandated by those schools in a manner prescribed by their chief administrator(s).

· School personnel not be required to prepare extended assignments or substitute instruction of any kind in situations where students or their parents create absences considered illegal, improper, or inappropriate (e.g., early departure for vacation).

· Irrespective of potential educational profit, schools not authorize early departure for any student who leaves while schools are in session for vacations or trips of any kind (not in conjunction with legitimate school activities).  In fact, the Board of Education not only discourages such ruptures of educational time, but would, if it could, prohibit such.

· Schools may enact and execute academic penalties reflected in assessment of student achievement (e.g., lowering a grade where the principal and/or faculty can demonstrate that lost educational time has resulted directly in lowered achievement).

· School administrators be empowered to regulate (and communicate in school handbooks) denial of attendance at or participation in extra-curricular activities where a student that day may not have been in acceptable, regular attendance.  Such cases shall be handled individually by principals .

· In cases where extended absence is anticipated for acceptable reasons (e.g., lengthy illness), schools made arrangements for appropriate instruction at a site other than the school itself (e.g., home or hospital) upon explanatory notification and request from parents or student(s) of majority age.

· In unusual family circumstances, parents request in writing coordination of an educational program (upon approval of the administration) where the student cannot attend regular classes when anticipated absence may reach beyond five (5) school days.

The board maintains that students cannot learn appropriately unless they are properly in class undergoing a well-planned, well-conceived instructional program.  It is to that purpose that it addresses the above requirements.

Policy adopted:  11/01/84

Policy revised:   9/17/98


