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Students/Community

Non-school Activities.  The Board of Education recognizes that worthy educational values may be served by school-sponsored pupil participation in civic and community affairs when such performances contribute to the educational process and objectives of that particular class and when they do not interfere with other classes or activities within the school.  Pupil participation in appropriate civic and community affairs is encouraged.  School groups and individuals, as representatives of the schools, may, with the permission of principals, participate in local public events which fall into the following classifications.

1. Events sponsored by the schools.  Educational events in which the school serves as host shall have priority.

2. Community functions organized in the interests of the school, such as those originated by the P.T.A/O. or other parent group.

3. Non-commercial civic occasions of community, county, state, or national interest of sufficient breadth to enlist general interest and cooperation.

4. Events that are primarily patriotic in nature, such as Veteran’s Day.

5. Charity benefit activities, provided such activities have been specifically approved in advance by the superintendent.

6. Programs sponsored by established character-building agencies, or programs sponsored jointly by the school system and mass communication media, of a public nature.

Official school groups may not participate in events in any of the following classifications.  In questionable cases such requests for participation shall be referred to the superintendent of schools for review and approval.

1. Events that are for the purpose of direct private gain or for the advertising of any commercial project or product.  A school name, the names of school-sponsored groups or school equipment shall not be exploited in commercial events.

2. Events that are for the furtherance of any politically partisan interest.  In questionable cases, the matter shall be referred to the board of education.

3. Events that further any specific religious concern.

4. Events which cause undue interference with regular school programs, or which cause excessive absences from rehearsals or preparation.

School groups may, with the approval of the superintendent, participate in events sponsored by private or commercial organizations when it is evident that the group’s activity does not have the purpose or primary effect of endorsing the organization’s project or product.

Distribution of Materials by Students.  Printed materials may be distributed to parents by students as inexpensive means of mass communications providing:

1. The materials relate to the school, community, school-sponsored activities or, local recreational activities.

2. The materials do not directly promote private gain.

Except for requests from parent-teacher organizations, Board appointed citizens’ ad hoc advisory committees, or other school-connected organizations, requests from groups or individuals to have students

distribute materials to parents or other citizens of the community will be referred to the superintendent of schools for approval.

On issues to be decided at referenda, information distributed by school personnel or board of education members, whether through students or otherwise, may only provide information on the time, date and location of the referenda and may not advocate positions on the referenda questions.

Soliciting Funds From and By Students

Fund-raising activities, which are acceptable, must be consistent with the following guidelines:

1. Fund-raising is in connection with school-sponsored projects.  Requests for approval of fundraisers shall be made and approved, in writing, on the form provided.

2. There are sufficient educational or financial benefits, which will accrue to the school and/or students, either directly or indirectly, from the activity.

3. The mechanics or procedures of fund-raising will neither be an unacceptable burden to teachers or other school staff members nor subject the school to inappropriate risks or responsibilities in handling funds.

Upon approval by the superintendent, information from recognized charitable and other non-religious/non-partisan organizations, which could eventually result in voluntary student and/or parental activities, contributions, or memberships of benefit to the organization may be distributed through the schools.  In these instances, the distribution of material would be the only school involvement on behalf of the organizations.

There shall be no direct solicitation of funds by outside organizations from students except on specific approval of the Board of Education.

Advertising and Promotion

Pupils must be protected from possible exploitation in advertising or promoting interests of any non-school agency or organization.  Within that context:

1. Schools may cooperate in furthering the work of any non-profit community-wide social service agency; provided that such cooperation does not restrict or impair the educational program of the schools.

2. The schools may use films or other media materials, which include commercial messages providing such materials, can be justified on the basis of their educational values.

3. The superintendent may, at his/her discretion, announce or authorize to be announced, any lecture, play, film, or other community activity with educational value.

4. The schools may, upon approval of the Board of Education, cooperate with any agency in promoting activities in the general public interest, and which promote the education and the best interests of pupils.

5. No advertising material may be posted or distributed to students which, in the opinion of school authorities, would contribute to the personal gain of an individual, business, or company except as follows:

a. Educational material used by staff for educational purposes.

b. Samples, calendars, supply catalogs, etc., distributed to staff for examination, testing or review or routine classroom use.

Student Contests

Contests and competitions for the students, which may be acceptable, must be consistent with the criteria listed below.

1. The contest is educationally sound and worthy.

2. The contest is stimulating to the student and school and desirable for both.

3. The contest must not place an undue burden on the students, families, teachers, and the school.

4. The contest is neither sectarian nor partisan in nature.

5. The contest will not take students from school unnecessarily.

6. Support from state and national principal groups are considered.

7. For secondary schools, the contest is on the list of approved contests published by the Connecticut Association of Schools.

Awards for Achievement

The superintendent of schools shall require staff development of criteria and procedures for presenting awards to students for scholarship and distinguished service in school activities and shall oversee the development of staff guidelines for review and approval of proposed trophies, prizes, scholarships, or other awards from non-school donors.

The relationship between awards and relevant goals of the schools should be clear, and approval of student achievement awards from outside the school shall require affirmative answers to at least the following questions:

1. Is the proposed award free from inappropriate personal or corporate gain and/or publicity?

2. Are criteria for the award established by the professional staff or acceptable to the staff?

3. Are the purposes, either implied or explicit, of the proposed award consistent with the goals of district schools?

On-Campus Recruitment

Subject to the provisions of Connecticut General Statutes, district high schools shall provide the same directory information and on-campus recruiting opportunities to representatives of the armed forces of the United States of America and state armed services as offered to nonmilitary recruiters, recruiters for commercial concerns, and recruiters representing institutions of higher education.

Directory information or class lists of student names and/or addresses shall not be distributed without the knowledge of the parent or legal guardian of the student or by the student who has attained majority status.

School administrators may determine when recruitment meetings are conducted and may deny such meetings when they would materially and substantially interfere with proper and orderly school operation.

Any person or organization denied rights under this policy may request Board of Education review by filing a written request with the superintendent of schools.

Legal Reference:

Connecticut General Statutes




1-19(b)(11)  Access to public records.  Exempt records.


10-221b
Boards of education to establish written uniform policy re treatment of recruiters.
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